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Remembrance by Margie Chan 

I remember [Professor Lao] very fondly. I still recall him being rather annoyed with me 
when I first came to OSU, as I cheerfully greeted him using his given name each time, 
pretending not to notice that he was obviously a bit irritated that I was seemingly 
stepping out of line in not addressing him properly with greater respect. As the first 
female, tenure-track professor in the Chinese component in DEALL, I was, in all other 
ways, always respectful to Professor Lao. Before too long, he got quite used to it, and I 
think he wouldn't have wanted it any other way. We became great colleagues. I could 
always talk to him. I often passed by his office on the way to mine, and would stop from 
time to time to chat with him. We talked about all sorts of things, and I was always 
appreciative of his great erudition. When my office got messy with books, I would tell 
our students that I was, in a very small way, practising to be like Professor Lao! ;)  

Tech talk was *definitely* one of numerous topics of my conversations with Professor 
Lao! He was one of the only DEALL faculty members I chatted with concerning PCs and 
stuff. One day I was lamenting to him the small capacity of my office PC's hard drive. 
Professor Lao gallantly offered to help me replace my hard drive with a new hard drive 
with larger capacity. By golly, one afternoon Professor Lao rolled up his sleeves and 
tackled that task. It took him a while longer than I think he was anticipating it to take ... 
And then, success! Everything got hooked up, and lo and behold, my spanking new drive 
booted up! Professor Lao was soooo delighted, smiling broadly and oh, so pleased with 
himself! That was great! Me, while I am fairly techy, I tend to stay away from messing 
around with a computer's innards ... 
 
Because his son worked for IBM, if memory serves, Professor Lao seems to keep abreast 
of lots of computer knowledge, so that tech savvy must have led to some interesting 
conversations with his son and other family members. And in the department, of the 
senior DEALL faculty, Professor Lao was hands down, *the* most techy of them all. He 
really enjoyed talking about computer technology when he wasn't talking about all sorts 
of other vast areas of his interest, relishing discussions that stretch from current topics to 
the wisdom of the ancient past! 
 
-Marjorie Chan, former colleague, 
The Ohio State University 
 
 


